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Jerry began skating at the age of 17, because a girlfriend from high school could skate and he didn’t know how!  Through his older brother, he immediately became interested in speed skating, and competed in local competitions off and on for about 10 years.  The Viet Nam War interrupted any possibility of progressing farther than the local level.  He spent 4 years in the Navy, skating every chance he could.  In 1968-1969, used to hitchhike from Virginia to Baltimore just to skate with the speed skaters in that area.  Later, when stationed in Oakland, California, he would drive 450 miles to Los Angeles for the weekend, just to skate.  But again, time away at sea precluded any serious training.





After a 10 year hiatus from skating, he went backpacking on a particularly difficult trip, and realized that he was too far out of shape for his own good as a firefighter.  So he wandered down to the Paramount rink to watch a training session, and found 4 past friends he had known years earlier.  He began skating again, and soon got involved with coaching a few of the younger kids.





Early on, Jerry realized that the coaching information in Southern California was limited due to its isolation from the rest of the speed skating in the country.  In 1983, he attended his first National Championships, taking pictures for coaching use, and just to see how the rest of the country skated.





Also at the 1983 Nationals, Jerry spent a lot of time with Ramond Laberge learning how to mold feet for speed skate boots.  A few months later, Jerry made contact with Sara and Inze Bont in Australia.  Soon he was molding feet for Bont Boots, and helped the Bonts develop a market here in the United States, in effect introducing ASU skaters to a good custom molded speed skate boot at a reasonable cost and waiting time.  





According to an article in a 1992 Sydney, Australia newspaper about the Bont Skate Company: “Eventually, a pair of Bont boots made their way to California, where they impressed speed skating coach Jerry Search. His testimonials led to an avalanche of orders. Skaters from all over the world began sending plaster casts of their feet, along with foreign money orders, to Sydney”.





In 1985, Jerry began writing articles for the Racing Blade, and in the years that followed, he wrote a total of 27 articles, most pertaining to some aspect of coaching.  In addition, Jerry wrote 18 articles as Associate Editor for the SCSSA, and has provided 11 separate photo layouts of various speed skating meets and training camps.  Three of his photos have been featured on the cover of the Racing Blade.





Early on, Jerry recognized the value of video tapes for speed skating coaching.  Since 1986, has been videotaping National Competitions and Training Camps, and making those videotapes available to skaters across the country.  He has made almost two thousand of those videotapes available to the entire country at no profit for himself.   For example, in 1996, Jerry traveled to Italy for the Junior World Short Track Championships.  He taped every race, and mailed free copies to each of the US team members’ families, and to both of the coaches.





In 1987, Jerry met a speed skater from Hawaii.  He found him a good pair of Bont speed skates, chaperoned him to the ASU training Camp in Marquette, and afterwards, mailed him a set of the videos that Jerry had made during that camp.  The next year, that skater returned to the 1988 ASU camp greatly improved, amazing in that he had no coach or speed skating peers except for those video tapes.  With Jerry’s encouragement, that skater eventually moved to Milwaukee, and after several years skating both Long Track and Short Track, Ryan Shimabukuro is now employed as the U.S. Speedskating Midwest Regional Coach.





In 1989, Jerry realized that he could help develop the sport further if he got involved at the ASU Conventions, and has been the Board of Control from Southern California ever since.  He has, through the SCSSA, submitted over 40 proposals to the ASU Convention, of which approximately half passed.  Jerry has been responsible for many improvements to the sport, including holding the Nationals over 3 days instead of 2; instituting the National Relay competition; and stopping a race due to an injured skater, which is now an ISU Rule.





Jerry has served on several ASU committees, notably contributing to several special sub-committees at the ASU Convention, including the committee to develop the "Skater Eligibility" and “Code of Conduct “ sections of the ASU Handbook.  Last year, Jerry was the chief organizer for the 2000 ASU Convention in Irvine, California.





Since approximately 1986, Jerry has freely assisted skaters from other parts of the country at National Competitions and Camps as a coach, especially when those skaters did not have a coach of their own.  Jerry has occasionally helped out skaters in other ways.  One example:  after some time and effort on his part, the parents of one skater, Darcie Dohnal, agreed to buy her some better “modern” speed skates.  Darcie now has a Silver Medal from the Albertville Olympic Games.





Each year, Jerry spends about $5,000 for travel expenses to take skaters to various meets and camps.  At no time has Jerry ever excepted a dime for his coaching, nor for his expenses to the many competitions and training camps to which he has taken skaters.   





Jerry has acted as an assistant coach/chaperone for several ASU Training Camps.  In addition, he has coached on the local level for the past 18 years, producing several Nationally competitive skaters, including 2 National Champions.  Four of his skaters have been accepted into the Resident Training Programs overseen by US Speedskating.





Usually as a coach, Jerry has attended every National Championships since 1983, every U.S. Short Track Championships (Trials) since 1987, and all but two of the U.S. Junior Short Track Championships.





Jerry, produced and provides copies to the ASU National Office of the ASU On-Ice and the ASU Dryland Training Videos, accepting reimbursement only for his out of pocket expenses.





Since 1995, Jerry has been producing the name tags we all wear at the Convention.  This came about because he felt that we needed something much nicer to wear around the hotel during our stay than hand made ones we had previously.





Since 1998, Jerry has been the Webmaster of the ASU Website, providing extensive development and promotion of the site.  In the 2-1/2 years since he began developing the site, it has had almost 65,000 visitors from countries all around the World. 





Jerry has actively promoted speed skating through is videos and photographs since the National Indoor Championships in 1985 where he set up a wall display for the other skaters to see examples of speed skating on film.  From this start, he went on to begin providing videos of Nationals for anyone interested in seeing, in his words, “what we do”.





In May, 1997, Jerry began his now very extensive website, “A Picture Guide to Speed Skating”, to share his speed skating pictures and promote the sport of speed skating, especially short track.  Since that time, this website has had 33,000 visitors from all over the World.  Through his photographic coverage of several National level meets, kids can now see hundreds of their pictures on the Internet and tell their friends and relatives where to see them, too.


Some Totals:





Skaters Coached:  Personal Coach of approximately 23 skaters since 1983, including Rusty Smith for his first 3 years.


Attended and videotaped or photographed 74 National and World Level Meets.


Chaperoned young skaters to 56 National Level Competitions and Training Camps.  Many of these skaters would not have been able to go on these trips without Jerry volunteering to take them, at his own expense.


Attended 27 National Level Training Camps and Seminars, usually videotaping and making available those tapes to others.


Jerry has mailed out 1,924 videotapes of various competitions and training camps since 1986 (he saves the “erase tabs”, and counted them for me).





SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SPEED SKATING ASSOCIATION (SCSSA):





Jerry has served as an officer of the Southern California Speed Skating Association every year since 1984.





President 3 years: 1987-1990


Executive Secretary 5 years:  1995-2001


1st Vice President (in charge of Race Committee)  8 years: 1986-1987; 1991-1993, 1996-2001


2nd Vice President (membership) 2 years: 1984-1986


Technical Director Of Coaching 4 years: 1990-1994


Received special Outstanding Service Award from SCSSA for each of the years 1984, 1985, and 1986.





ICE CLUB DE MORRA:


President 3 years: 1984-1987


Treasurer 1 year: 1987-1988


Club Coach 4 years:  1984-1988 


Developed and ran Ice Club De Morra Training Sessions 60-80% of the time for at least 9 years: 1984-1993.





Received Recognition Award from Amateur Skating Union for service on local level, 1990 and 1994.


Received Racing Blade annual Associate Editors Award 1988.


Received ASU President’s Special Award for service at the Local, State, and National Level in 1999.





Interests and achievements in sports other than speed skating. Photography, especially “fire ground” photography;  Salt water aquariums, developing websites.


Awards, citations or honors for civic, professional, or other activities: Various minor awards (letters) from the Long Beach Fire Department for assisting with photography for training purposes.





And now I have one more thing to read.  It’s an endorcment.  This was handed to me on Thursday.  It’s from a mother of a skater.





“I am the mother of an American Olympic Athlete, and I wanted to say thank you on behalf of our family for recognizing a man who has donated so much of his time in helping not only my son, but countless other young people in reaching specific goals.  If it were not for Jerry Search, I do not believe my son would be where he is today.  


So many of our young people have nothing to keep their minds and bodies busy, Jerry has most certainly done his share in solving this problem for many of our sons and daughters.


I just wanted to add my thanks to yours, and express my gratitude to a man who has done a wonderful job.





Respectfully Yours, 





Paula (Smith) Boernsen


