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Southern California Speed Skating Association

Articles of Incorporation and Constitution

Article I - Name

The name of the Corporation shall be "Southern California Speed Skating Association (SCSSA)".

Article II - Purpose

A.
The specific and primary purpose of the Association shall be to promote, foster, encourage, advance, and improve amateur speed skating on ice throughout Southern California for youth.

B.
The general purposes and powers are:

1.
To train youth in the sport of speed skating on ice with the ultimate goal of producing individuals capable of competing in National and International competitions.

2.
To have and exercise all rights and powers conferred on nonprofit corporations under the laws of California including the power to contract, rent, buy or sell personal or real property; provided however, that this corporation shall not, except to an insubstantial degree, engage in any activities or exercise any powers that are not in furtherance of the primary purposes of this corporation.

3.
To provide an awareness of moral turpitude and a wholesome environment for young people.

4.  To help provide guidance and organization to the member speed skating clubs in the Southern California area.

Article III - Nonprofit Status

This corporation is organized pursuant to the General Nonprofit Corporation Laws of the State of California.  This is a corporation which does not contemplate pecuniary gain or profit to the members thereof.

Article IV - Location

The county in this State where the principal office for the transaction of the business of this corporation is located in Los Angeles County.

Article V - Membership

The authorized number and qualification of members of the corporation, the different classes of membership, if any, the property, voting and other rights and privileges of members, and their liability to dues and assessments and the method of collection thereof, shall be as set forth in the bylaws.

Article VI - Assets

The property of this corporation is irrevocably dedicated to charitable purposes and no part the net income or assets of this organization shall ever inure to the benefit of any director, officer or member thereof or to the benefit of any private persons.  Upon the dissolution or winding up of the corporation its assets remaining after payment, or provision for payment, of all debts and liabilities of this corporation shall be distributed to a nonprofit fund, foundation, or corporation which is organized and operated exclusively for charitable purposes and which has established its tax exempt status under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

If this corporation holds any assets in trust, or the corporation is formed for charitable purposes, such assets shall be disposed of in such manner as may be directed the decree of the superior court of the county in which the corporation has its principal office, upon petition therefore by the Attorney General or by any person concerned in the liquidation, in a proceeding to which the Attorney General is a party.

Southern California Speed Skating Association

Constitution Bylaws

Article I - Membership

A.
The membership of SCSSA shall consist of:

1.
Active member speed skating clubs in Southern California.

2.
Individual members affiliated with a member club.

3.
Individual members not affiliated with a member club, to be known as either Unattached or Novice (first year) members.

B.
Individual membership is to be considered active upon receipt and approval of signed application and appropriate membership dues.

C.
A Club desiring membership must make written application to the Executive Secretary containing the following:

1.
The club name. 

2.
The home rink or arena of the club.

3.
The number of members and a membership roster.

4.
Club officers and representatives to SCSSA Board of Control.

5.
At least one copy of the club's constitution and by-laws.

6.
Annual dues for the club.

7.
A written statement that if admitted, the club and it's members will uphold the Constitution and bylaws of the SCSSA and accept and enforce the decisions of the SCSSA board of control.

D.
New active and allied member clubs may be admitted at any time by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the Board of Control or by a two thirds (2/3) majority vote of the members present at the annual meeting, providing the application is made 30 days prior to the meeting.

E.
Objections, if any, to said applications, must be submitted to the Board of Control in writing.

F.
Written notice of the approval or rejections of the new member club shall be mailed by the Executive Secretary to the applicant following the Board of Control action.

G.
New Member Clubs' representatives will be seated on the SCSSA Board of Control with full voting power at the first Board of Control meeting following approval.

H.
In the event that any member club becomes inactive, the individual members shall remain unattached until the end of the current racing year, without penalties.

Article II - Officers

A.
The Executive Officers of the SCSSA shall consist of a President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Executive Secretary, and Treasurer.

B.
Nomination of candidates for elected offices shall be made by a nominating committee comprised of one representative from each member club, the chairman to be appointed by the current President sixty (60) days prior to the election.

C.
The Executive Officers, excepting the Executive Secretary and the Recording Secretary, shall be elected by mail vote, as set forth in Article VII, no later than one week prior to the annual meeting, and shall be installed at the annual meeting for a term of one year, or until their successors are duly elected and have qualified.

D.
The Executive Secretary and Recording Secretary shall be appointed by the President immediately after his or her election.

E.
Officers may be elected without being present at the annual meeting.

Article III - Duties of Officers

A.
In addition to the following listed specific duties for each officer, it shall be the duty of all officers to attend SCSSA meetings, whether regular or special meetings, and to remain reasonably active, as defined by the Board of Control, in the local affairs and events of the SCSSA.

B.
The President shall preside at all except committee meetings, and exercise the usual functions of the presiding officer.  The President shall have such powers as required to make decisions on matters pertaining to and/or effecting the SCSSA in pursuant of the objectives as stated in Article II of the Constitution.  Such decisions will be reviewed by the Board of Control, in compliance of Article IV of these Bylaws.  The President shall issue the calls for the annual and special meetings; and appoint and remove all committees with the exception of the Racing and Membership Committees.  Members of the committees may be appointed without being present at the annual meeting.  In the event of a vacancy in the office of either of the Vice Presidents, Executive Secretary, Recording Secretary, or Treasurer, the President shall immediately appoint the successor, with the approval of the Board of Control.

C.
The Vice Presidents, in their order of succession, shall have all of the powers, and perform all of the duties of the President in the absence, inability, or refusal of the President to perform those duties.

1.
The First Vice President shall be in charge of racing, and shall appoint or remove the Racing Committee.  The First Vice President shall preside over the Racing Committee meetings, and shall report the results to the Board of Control for final discussion and approval.

2.
The Second Vice President shall be in charge of memberships; annually mail out to the membership a request to join the SCSSA for the following season; receive membership applications and dues; forward the appropriate information and fees to the USS National Office; make available and maintain an up-to-date membership roster; and actively solicit new members.

a.  The The Second Vice President shall also be the Executive Secretary.  The Executive Secretary shall maintain a file of records; conduct all SCSSA correspondence; publish an annual schedule of activities, both local and national; coordinate individual skaters' entries to National Championships; receive and disseminate information and meet entries from other associations; and prepare appropriate information forms requested by the USS National Office.

E.
The Treasurer shall receive all money and pay all bills approved by the President, not exceeding $100.00, and not to exceed $250.00 in any one month.  All bills in excess of the preceding shall be approved by the Board of Control.  He/she shall also prepare an itemized statement of the financial condition of the SCSSA annually at the beginning of the fiscal year (Sept. 1 to August 31), and whenever called for by any of the officers; he/she shall submit to the Finance Committee, whenever called to do so, all accounts, books, papers, vouchers and records pertaining to the office and shall turn the same over to his or her successor when elected; and perform all other duties relating to the office as required by the Constitution and Bylaws.

F.
The Recording Secretary shall keep the minutes for all meetings of the SCSSA and Board of Control; prepare copies of the minutes and transmit them to the President and members of the Board of Control for approval; and perform such other duties as may be requested by the President.

Article IV - Board of Control

A.
The Government of the SCSSA shall be vested in a Board of Control comprised of the following members:

1.
Elected officers of the SCSSA

2.
Two representatives appointed by each member club.

3.
All past presidents of the SCSSA who are reasonably active in the sport.

B.
The President shall be chairman of the Board of Control.

C.
Board members shall be members in good standing of the SCSSA, and shall reside within the territory of the SCSSA.

D.
All matters brought before the Board of Control shall be decided in one of the following manners:

1.
For matters requiring two-thirds (2/3) majority, every resonable attempt shall be made to consult all Board of Control members.  One full vote shall be vested in each Board of Control member except the president, who will only vote to resolve ties.

2.
For matters requiring simple majority, every attempt shall be made to consult all Board of Control members.  One full vote shall be vested in each Board of Control member except the president, who will only vote to resolve ties.  

Article V - Duties and Powers of the Board of Control

A.
It shall have full control and management of all the affairs of the SCSSA.

B.
It shall enforce and construe the Constitution, Bylaws, and Racing Rules, and impose penalties for violations.

C.
It shall decide all questions effecting speed skating.

D.
It shall review and either approve or disapprove, all Committee decisions.

E.
It shall hear and decide all appeals, protests and complaints.

F.
It shall have power by two-thirds (2/3) vote to remove, suspend or remit any penalty.

G.
It shall have power by two-thirds (2/3) vote to fill any vacancy among the officers on the Board of Control when the latter is not promptly filled by the club entitled to representation therein.

H.
It shall approve all skating records.

I.
It shall grant sanctions for Championships, as hereinafter provided in Article XVIII of these bylaws.

J.
It shall adopt, amend or rescind rules and regulations governing the manner and method of conducting contests (providing such amendments do not conflict with the provisions of the rules and regulations of  USS (U.S. Speedskating); provide and define the qualifications of all contestants; reject any entries if deemed objectionable; and may delegate this power to its representatives in charge thereof.

K.
It shall approve a list of qualified persons to act as officials at all local Championship Events.

L.
It shall have appellate jurisdiction of all matters taken to it by appeal by any individual member or by any club and its decision therein shall be final.
M.
It shall approve all Presidential appointees provided for in Article XII of the Bylaws.

N.
It shall have such other and general powers as may be necessary to enable it to properly manage the affairs of the SCSSA.

O.
It shall appoint a new President in the event of a vacancy in the office of the President.  Strong consideration should be given to the Vice Presidents in their order.

P.
It shall replace elected executive officers in the event that the officer, in the opinion of the Board of Control, becomes unable and/or unwilling to perform his/her duties as listed in the bylaws.

Article VI – Meetings

A.  A Board of Control (as in Article IV, paragraph A) meeting shall be called by the President on a regular basis, monthly is recommended.  Notice of Board of Control meetings shall be forwarded to each Board member, at least one week prior to the meeting, stating the topics for discussion at the meeting.  This notice may be verbal, via email, or in writing.


1.  At least 1/2 of the Board of Control members shall be present at a Board of Control meeting to constitute a quorum, provided that at least two elected officers are present.


2.  Each Board of Control member shall have one full vote, with the exception of the presiding officer who shall only vote to resolve ties.  No proxies shall be allowed.

3. A simple majority of all votes cast shall decide all matters at Board of Control meetings of the SCSSA except where otherwise specified in the Constitution and Bylaws.

B.
A special meeting of the SCSSA shall be called by the President upon written request of any member club or upon written request signed by at least ten members of the SCSSA, setting forth the purpose for which the meeting is desired.  Notice of special meeting shall be mailed by the Executive Secretary to each active member no later than ten (10) days prior to the date of holding said meeting and such notice shall state the purpose thereof.

1.
At least two-thirds (2/3) of the active membership must be present to constitute a quorum.

2.
For all matters, each individual member present at the special meeting and over the age of 16 years shall be entitled to one vote except the presiding officer, who shall only vote to resolve ties.  No proxies shall be allowed.

3.
A simple majority of all votes cast shall decide all matters at special meetings of the SCSSA except where otherwise specified in the Constitution and Bylaws.

4.
The Board of Control does not have the power to overturn decisions made at special meetings.

C.
The annual meeting of the SCSSA shall be held each year no later May 1st.  Due notice of the meeting shall be forwarded by Executive Secretary no later than thirty (30) days prior to the date of holding said meeting.  The annual meeting shall be considered to be a special meeting and therefore subject to the guidelines and entitled to the powers described in B above.

D.
A general meeting may be called by the President at any time.  Notice of general meeting shall be forwarded by the Executive Secretary to each active member no later than seven (7) days prior to the date of holding said meeting.  The purpose of a general meeting is to equitably provide the entire membership the opportunity to conduct normal business of the SCSSA on behalf of the Board of Control.

1.
All members who attend a general meeting, provided at least two (2) elected SCSSA officers are present, shall constitute a quorum.

2.
For all matters, each individual member present at the meeting shall be entitled to one vote except the president, who shall only vote to resolve ties.  No proxies shall be allowed.

3.
A simple majority of all votes cast shall decide all matters.

4.
The presiding officer may elect to defer any matter directly to the Board of Control.

D.  Agenda items of major impact to the membership, as decided by the Board of Control, shall be submitted to the entire eligible membership either at a special meeting or in the form of a mail vote.

E.
The recommended order of business at all meetings shall be as follows:

1.
Roll Call.

2.
Reading and approval of minutes of previous meeting.

3.
Listed topics from Appendix 1: Mandatory Monthly Meeting Topics.

4.
Unfinished business.

5.
Reports and communications.

6.
New business.

7.
At the annual meeting, installation of officers.

8.
Adjournment.

F.
As indicated by the presiding officer or as requested from the floor, voting at any meeting may be by:

1.
Roll call.

2.
Voice.

3.
Signify by raising of a hand.

4.
Secret ballot.

Article VII - MAIL VOTES

A.
A mail vote of the SCSSA shall be called by the President to handle agenda items of major impact to be submitted to the entire elligible association and/or in place of special meetings when in the best interest of association.  The guidelines for a mail vote shall be followed to ensure a fair and non-contestable resolution for any item.

1.
Each individual member over the age of 16 years who has been a member in good standing for a minimum of ninety (90) days prior to the vote, shall be entitled to one vote.

2.
A simple majority of all votes cast shall decide all matters by mail vote except where otherwise specified in the Constitution and Bylaws.

3.
The Board of Control does not have the power to overturn decisions made by mail vote.

B.  Mail voting guidelines and procedures:  The following shall be followed to ensure a fair and non-contestable mail vote for any item.

1.  Ballots for mail voting shall be mailed out at least 30 days in advance of ballot deadline.

2.   Stamped ballot return envelopes shall accompany ballots mailed.

3.  Ballot return envelopes shall contain the name of each person voting. Ballot return envelopes not containing these names shall be discarded unopened, during the ballot opening and counting process.

4.  The Ballots themselves shall not contain any identifying names, numbers, or marks to     

indicate the identity of the person voting.

5.  Ballots shall be prepared large enough so that they must be folded in order to get them into the ballot return envelope, to help insure voter secrecy.

6.  In no situation shall a ballot be accepted after the ballot deadline.

7.  Ballots shall be opened only in accordance with the following guidelines:

a.  Ballots shall be opened and counted by a ballot opening committee consisting of     

     representatives from each club if possible, and in the presence of at least two 


     additional SCSSA members.

b.  No member of  the ballot opening committee shall be someone actually on the ballot      

     themselves, running for any position, not shall they be anyone having a major vested   

     interest in any of the non-officer meU.S. Speedskatingres being voted on.

c.  Prior to opening of ballot return envelopes, the names of the voters shall be compared  

     with an SCSSA membership roster prepared 90 days prior to the date the ballots were 

     mailed out.  Ballot envelopes not meeting the 90 day qualification shall be discarded, 

     unopened.

8.  In the case of a tie on any position, or item, during the Annual Election of Officers, a vote shall be held in person, by secret ballot, at the annual meeting, a.k.a.: the SCSSA Banquet.  All current SCSSA members in attendance, 16 years of age or older, and regardless of when they joined the SCSSA, may vote in this situation.

9.  A report, in writing and listing the total number of votes for each position and/or item on the ballot, shall be presented by the chairperson of the ballot counting committee to the SCSSA Board of Control at the meeting immediately following the mail vote.

Article VIII - Suspension or Expulsion of Members

A.
Any member violating the provisions of the Constitution, Bylaws or Racing Rules of the SCSSA, or refusing to abide by any decision of the Board of Control or of a majority of the members of the SCSSA may be suspended or expelled by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the Board of Control.

B.
By a like vote such member may be again reinstated or readmitted.

C.
Any skater who has been suspended from skating competition shall not compete in regional, National or North American meets or races of any kind, with any other skater, male or female, of any class or age.

D.
Any competitor entering a race with a skater known to him to be suspended shall himself be subject to suspension action.

Article IX - Eligibility

Article VII of the U.S. Speedskating Bylaws, "Eligibility", as well as the U.S. Speedskating Code of Conduct, are hereby adopted in their entirety, and all SCSSA members are required to be familiar with and abide by their contents.

Article X - Annual Dues

A.
The annual dues of each active member club of the SCSSA shall be a minimum of $100.00 payable after May 1st of each year.

B.
The annual dues of each individual member shall be determined by the Board of Control, and shall be payable after May 1st of each year.  Non-Novice (second year) individual members not affiliated with a member club (“Unattached”) shall be penalized an amount determined by the Board of Control.  The annual Dues shall be paid before October 1st of each year.

C.
If the dues of any member are unpaid on October 1st, such member shall be automatically suspended until same are paid.

D.
Special assessments may be recommended by the Board of Control, when it is deemed necessary in order to carry out the objectives of SCSSA, and approved by the membership at any annual or special meeting of the SCSSA, at which a quorum is present, by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) majority of the individual members present or of the individual members voting by mail, provided, however, that a notice setting forth the proposed assessment shall have been mailed to individual members of SCSSA at least thirty days prior to the date of such meeting or the date of the mail vote.

E.
Members expelled for nonpayment of dues may be reinstated by the Board of Control upon payment of arrears.

F.
A member who enlists joins any branch of the Armed Forces of the United States shall automatically become an honorary member of the SCSSA with all privileges of an active member until such member becomes separated from the service.

Article XI - Fiscal Year

A.
The Fiscal Year shall run from January 1 of each year until December 31 of each year.

B.
The Competitive Racing Season shall begin no sooner than October 15, of each year, and the conclusion of the final Championship event in late March or early April of each year, for a maximum of six months.

Article XII - Powers and Obligations of Members

A.
All active members of the SCSSA shall be composed of amateur speed skating clubs and affiliated individuals and unattached speed skaters, interested in speed skating, in which their Constitution or Bylaws shall not conflict with those of the SCSSA.

B.
The member clubs shall have jurisdiction and control of their individual members.

C.
All suspensions by any member club shall be approved by the SCSSA's Board of Control and shall be recognized by the other clubs.

D.
All active member clubs of the SCSSA shall adopt Article IX of these Bylaws relating to Eligibility as part of its Constitution, in total or by reference.

E.
Travel to, and participation in any speed skating event outside of the jurisdiction of the SCSSA is NOT an official function of the SCSSA.  Although highly encouraged by the SCSSA, such travel and participation is the total responsibility of each individual member and/or their parents or legal guardians.

F.
Member clubs may request and receive a sanction for a speed skating championship, either open or closed, providing they qualify as follows:

1.
Association dues and assessments are paid.

2.
Ice time is available and track is marked in accordance with USS Racing Rules for track layout and mesurements.

3.
The date and time are fixed for the Championships.

4.
A meet director is named and officials are selected from SCSSA officials list.

5.
Distribution of entry blanks and prizes for events is provided for.

6.
A list of events to be run in the Championship is provided for either on the entry blank or by special notice.

7.
Championship dates shall not interfere with the National Short Track Championships, or the U.S. Short Track Championships, Junior and Senior (aka: Jr. & Sr. Trials).

G.
Member clubs may hold or conduct social events or fund raising drives, providing they do not place any skater in jeopardy of USS or ISU rules.

Article XIII - Appointees

A.
The coach for the SCSSA shall be known as the Technical Director of Coaching, to be appointed by the president and approved by the Board of Control, and to serve for a period of one year.

1.
The Technical Director of Coaching shall maintain a current, up to date training atmosphere in the SCSSA, providing guidance and direction for both on and off ice training.

2.
The Technical Director of Coaching, shall appoint a Coaching Committee with representative coaches from each member club, as well as all other persons interested in coaching in the SCSSA; prepare prescribed training programs for both on and off ice training; conduct an annual coaching clinic; conduct regular coaching meetings; attend, if possible, National level coaching clinics and/or training camps and maintain communication with the appointed National level speed skating coaches, and work to disseminate the latest training information from the National level to the SCSSA coaches and skaters.

3.
Qualifications: The Technical Director of Coaching should be someone both qualified and willing to perform the duties listed.  Desirable qualities could include: Attending National level Training Camps and seminars; possessing a current Level 1 or better Coaching Certificate; being or having been a National level competitor; having had professional (college, etc.) sports training; experience in coaching National level skaters; and a propensity for seeking out training information at the National level and passing that information on to SCSSA skaters and coaches.

C.
SCSSA coaches may have their expenses paid to the National and North American Long and Short Track Championships, and the Long and Short Track Team Trials, provided that funds are available, and the Board of Control deems it is in the best interest of the skaters entered in said competition.  A coach whose expenses are so paid by the SCSSA shall not compete in that Championship event or Team Trials.

Article XV - Committees

A.
The President, with approval of the Board of Control, shall appoint the chairperson and members of special committees, with such powers and duties subject to such rules and regulations as the Board of Control may determine, with full power to remove any member thereof for cause.  Committees may include FINANCE, PUBLICITY, and others.

B.
Committee Actions shall be recommended to the Board of Control for approval and implementation.
C.
The RACING COMMITTEE shall be appointed by the First Vice-President, and will serve for one(1) year.  It shall be the duty of the Racing Committee to recommend to the Board of Control amendments and alterations to the Racing Rules of the SCSSA, whenever it is deemed necessary for the advancement of skating or as a result of a change in the National rules.  It shall conduct an officials clinic annually; publish an Officials list for the SCSSA; review and coordinate the scheduling of sanctioned championships; review and recommend to the Board of Control all local skating records; maintain and publish the results of all local championships with point standings of each skater and furnish the Publicity Committee after each meet with the names of the winners and their times.

1.
The RACING COMMITTEE shall, after each local Championship, prepare and supply the Executive Secretary for the SCSSA records, the complete results of the Championships, including the names, number and affiliation of the skaters for the first four (4) places in each event, and the race times, and a listing by point standing of each class of skaters.  This duty may be delegated.

D.
The PUBLICITY COMMITTEE will serve for one (1) year.  It shall be the duty of this committee to establish communications with local radio, TV, the press, and the "Racing Blade"; maintain a program of publicity releases before and during the skating season; give to the press all winners and their times after each championship; and prepare annually a publicity release on skaters, clubs, and SCSSA activities and accomplishments.

E.
The FINANCE COMMITTEE will serve for one (1) year.  It shall be the duty of this committee to prepare an annual budget for approval of the Board of Control; devise ways and means of raising funds required for the objectives of the SCSSA; administer said fund raisings and prepare a financial statement to be included in the annual report.

F.
The President may also at any time appoint such other committees with such powers and duties as he/she may deem necessary.

Article XVI - Registration

A.
No person shall be allowed to enter or compete in any event sanctioned by the SCSSA, unless said person is an amateur in good standing, and is duly registered in one of the active member Associations of U.S. Speedskating, Novices excluded.  (Note:  we will add a provision for visiting foreign skaters).
B.
No person shall be permitted to represent any club of which they are not a member.

C.
All registrations shall be in force for the current year and will expire on the last day of August.

D.
Registration fees.  (See Article IX of the Constitution, Annual Dues).

E.
Each active member shall notify the Executive Secretary of a change of address without unnecessary delay.

F.
No member of any club shall be allowed to change his or her affiliation except upon written notice filed with the Executive Secretary.  Such change of affiliation shall become effective on September 1st following the receipt of said notice.  In the event of the disbandment of any club, or the expulsion of a skater therefrom, such skater may, at the discretion of the Board of Control, be permitted to form a new affiliation.

Article XVII - Special Awards

A.
Special SCSSA Awards for Most Improved Skaters, Most Improved Novice Skaters, Outstanding Service, and other awards, shall be presented at the SCSSA Annual Meeting, also known as the Awards Banquet or Party.  Ties for Most Improved Skaters and Novices are allowed if necessary.  Recommended considerations for Most Improved should include the following: best improvement in race times, from either the beginning of the current season or from the previous season; good attendance and effort to improve; and a good general training attitude.

1.
PRESIDENT'S AWARD FOR MOST IMPROVED SKATERS: The SCSSA President shall decide, at the end of the racing season, which skaters are, in the President's opinion, the Most Improved skaters, both male and female, for that season.  A skater may receive this award only once.  These skaters should not be novice, or first year skaters, unless the improvement is dramatic.  This award shall be in the form of a commemorative plaque or trophy, the cost of which shall be borne by the President, if possible, and if not, then by the SCSSA.

2.
MOST IMPROVED NOVICE SKATERS AWARD: The Novice Coach and/or Coordinator shall decide, at the end of the racing season, which skaters are, in their opinion, the Most Improved Novice Skaters, both male and female, for that season.  This award shall be in the form of a commemorative plaque or trophy, the cost of which shall be borne by the SCSSA.

3.
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD: The SCSSA Board of Control may decide whether any SCSSA member or other person is deserving of a special award, called the Outstanding Service Award.  There can be more than one recipient of this award, however, it should be reserved for a person(s) who has shown service and dedication far above the rest of the membership, to promote and improve speed skating in the SCSSA.  This award shall be in the form of a special commemorative plaque, the cost of which shall be borne by the SCSSA.

4.
It is also customary for the President to present a small momento, usually inscribed with the year and position held, to each of the other elected SCSSA officers, and other appointees such as the Executive Secretary, at the annual awards banquet or party.

Article XVIII - Sanctions

A.
Sanctions for State, Regional, and/or Local Championships shall be granted by the Board of Control of the SCSSA, which shall approve the time and place of holding same.  Such Championships shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

1.
THANKSGIVING CHAMPIONSHIPS.

2.
SANTA CLAUS OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS.

3.
CALIFORNIA STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS.

4.
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAMPIONSHIPS.

5.
DE MORRA SPRINT CHAMPIONSHIPS.

6.
DE MORRA SILVER SKATES CHAMPIONSHIPS.

7.
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA MEMORIAL CHAMPIONSHIPS.

B.
There will be no sanction fees for any meet, but sanctions shall not be granted unless the host club’s annual dues have been paid.

C.
Sanctions must be conspicuously posted at a place the event is conducted.

D.
Programs and entry blanks for all events sanctions by the SCSSA must contain this notice: "SANCTIONED BY THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SPEED SKATING ASSOCIATION".

E.
No sanction shall be necessary for games, exhibitions or competitions where the same are held by a club where the entries are confined to the members of said club, or for novice races.

F.
No sanction shall be necessary for weekly point races when points are restricted to members of the club which sponsors the race.

G.
All state and local championships or meets sanctioned by the SCSSA shall be closed to skaters of all other Associations when sanctioned as "CLOSED" and open to all skaters of all Associations when sanctioned as "OPEN".

Article XIX - Damage Waivers

All entries shall include or be accompanied by the "SKATERS STANDARD RELEASE" as follows:

“In consideration of the acceptance of this skater, non-skater and skating, non-skating officials application, participation and meet-entry form, I recognize that all forms of speed skating can be dangerous and I, intending to be legally bound, hereby for myself, my heirs, executors, administrators, do hereby waive and release any and all of my rights and any and all claims for damages I may have against the Ice Club DeMorra, the Southern California Speed Skating Association, U.S. Speedskating, Glacial Gardens Skating Rink, any and all of its officers, board of control members, all coaches and coaching staff and general membership, equipment manufactures, distributors, dealers and any and all of its sponsors, agents, representatives, successors, employees, servants and or assigns that are related in anyway shape or form, for any and all injuries sustained by me and any and all claims for loss of personal property of any description, during this skating meet, championship, competition, event, and any training camp-out, training, practice, demonstration or exhibition sessions in which I may participate, I skate and participate at my own risk. I agree to abide by all Ice Club DeMorra rules and regulations, the S.C.S.S.A., U.S. Speedskating, and Glacial Gardens Skating Rink rules and regulations and the U.S. Speedskating’s Code of Conduct. I understand that gloves, protective headgear, shin guards, a neck protector, long pants and long sleeves are required at all times, including meets and training sessions. By signing below, I agree to all the above”.

Minors must have the signed permission of parents or Guardian

Article XX - Championship Events

A.
All sanctioned State, Regional and/or local Championships shall include distances listed in the current SCSSA Racing Rules.  Distances may be substituted to reflect skaters' ability.

B.
All Championship events shall be determined by the number of points won in all final events.  Points shall be awarded as follows:

1st     
34

2nd

21

3rd

13

4th

  8

5th

  5

6th

  3

7th

  2

8th

  1


C.
In the event of a TIE for first place, the points for first place and second place shall be added together and divided equally between the skaters so tying.  Ties for second and third place shall be resolved in a similar manner.  A tie for fourth place shall result in dividing that point between the skaters, each receiving one half of a point.

D.
In the event of a TIE in points for the Championship, or for 2nd, 3rd, or more places overall, the skater actually receiving the award shall be the skater who actually finished ahead of the other skater(s) involved in the tie in the final race of the competition.  The other skater shall receive the next award in declining order, and so forth.  Duplicate prizes MAY, but NOT normally, will be given.
Article XXI - Prizes for Championship Events

A.
There shall be four prizes or trophies for at least the first four places in each class or "Group" of skaters in each Championship meet.

B.
No prizes shall be given except worthy and suitably inscribed medals or trophies, articles of jewelry, silverware, ornamental and useful merchandise.

C.
All Medals, Trophies, and prizes shall be delivered to the winners as soon as possible after the events are finished.

Article XXII - Records

A.
Southern California Speed Skating Records shall only be recognized in the skaters' National Classification for age group and distances, as per the current U.S. SPEEDSKATING Handbook, plus the additional class of Pee-Wees (age 7 and under).

B.
No records or 5% times shall be accepted unless the track is properly measured by a surveyor approved by the Board of Control, and timed by at least three official timers, or two official timers with both of the following conditions being met:

1.
Both times recorded agree within .5 seconds of each other;

2.
The recorded average time is at least .3 seconds faster than the State Record or 5% time concerned.

C.
All applications for records must be made on the official SCSSA form and must be signed by all officials indicated thereon.

D.
Watches of each timer shall be electronic (digital), capable of timing to a 100th of a second.

E.
No records shall be listed as Southern California Speed Skating Records unless they are recorded during a meet sanctioned as "OPEN" and which specifies the specific Championship.

Article XXIII - Amendments

A.
The Bylaws of the SCSSA may be altered or amended by two-thirds (2/3) majority vote at any meeting of the SCSSA at which a quorum is present or by mail, provided that a notice setting forth the proposed alterations or amendments shall have been mailed to the secretary of each member club and the representative of unattached members of the SCSSA no later than ten (10) days prior to the date of such meeting or to the date of the mail vote.

B.
Amendments, when in effect, will appear in Appendix B, until such time as a new, revised Constitution Bylaws is printed.


Appendix A - Monthly Board of Control Meeting
Mandatory Discussion Topics and Deadlines

REVISED 11/92

MAY

1.
Official review of SCSSA Election results.

2.
Discuss summer Training Camps.

3.
Annual Association dues to U.S. Speedskating due JUNE 1ST.
4.  
Review U.S. SpeedskatingSpring Meeting held last month.
JUNE

1.
Announce SCSSA Committees (Racing, Membership, etc.).

2.
Discuss summer Training Camps.

3.
Elect or re-affirm SCSSA Novice Coach(es), Novice Coordinator, and Technical Director of Coaching.

JULY

1.
Discuss SCSSA membership & dues for next season.

2.
Discuss summer Training Camps.

3.
Establish SCSSA Sanctioned Meet Schedule for next season.

AUGUST

1.
SCSSA membership dues finalized.  Membership letter  mailed by August 1st.

SEPTEMBER

1.
Local clubs' dues to SCSSA ($100.00) due September 1st.
OCTOBER

1.
Discuss Qualification Meet or Time Trials, and classification of skaters.

2.  Approve list of SCSSA meet officials

3.  Insure that tracks are properly surveyed, and that stopwatches and stating pistols are ready for the racing season.

4.  Hold Officials Clinic.

NOVEMBER

1.
Confirm skater classification for local meets.

DECEMBER

1.
Discuss So. Calif. Championships in January.

JANUARY

1.
Solicit ideas for April SCSSA Banquet.

2.
Discuss USS Proposals (if available.  More on this at a later date, due to the USS/ASU merger).

FEBRUARY

1.
Treasurer to submit past year's financial statement.

2.
Appoint SCSSA Nominating Committee.  Ballots must be  mailed 30 days before the SCSSA banquet in April.

3.
Appoint SCSSA Banquet Committee.

4.
Discuss So. Calif. Memorial Championships (March).

MARCH

1.
Finalize SCSSA Banquet plans.

2.
Remind Clubs that they must have new officers elected  Prior to May 1st.

APRIL
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